
Max Mt. Hood
This story takes place in the year 2009 in the Mount Hood National Forest. The

United States Government is in a mild state of crisis over energy production. The
population of the United States has doubled since the year 2005 and energy production
can barely keep up.

The government has given permission to logging companies to log large areas in
the Mount Hood National Forest to build a nuclear power plant and its support buildings.
The logging companies are quick to accept the job despite the possible repercussions to
the surrounding areas and to the people who visit or live in the general area.

The logging takes place near the small town of Zigzag Oregon, population 1500,
in the Mount Hood corridor. This town is a rest stop for many travelers headed for the
mountain but could become deserted as the area becomes destroyed to build a much
needed power plant in an undesirable location.

The story centers around two brothers and two strangers who happen to meet at a
bar in Zigzag when the town had discovered the logging had begun in their local area.
The two brothers are Max and Steve Strawman who were born and raised in Zigzag. Max
had dropped out of school at the age of 18 to serve in the military, to go fight in the Iraq
conflict for his country.

Max was a hardcore military man until during the occupation of Iraq his best
friend was killed in action by a road side bomb. He finished his tour of duty but became
hardened because of his friends death and began to spite everything about the
Government. After his tour was over he returned home and kept mostly to himself. To
keep his mind off of things he turned to the slopes of Mount Hood and took up skiing.

Max’s brother Steve was upset to see his brother leave; he was 16 at the time.
Steve began to wander the forests for days at a time to cope with his brother leaving.
Steve learned the lay of the land better than anyone and started taking people on day and
weekend hiking trips in the forest. Steve enjoyed very much being in the wilderness he
found that it was calming and relaxing compared to being in town where people would
talk politics and about the war. The war really upset Steve, he was afraid that his brother
would be injured or killed and he would be alone.

Besides being brothers they were best friends and did almost everything together
before Max left. Once he returned things went back to normal but Max was more
secluded from other people and Steve could not get Max to fess up why.

All the while two new comers enter the small town of zigzag for rest and
relaxation. The first of them is Connie. Connie is a 21 year old high school drop out from
New York. She had left New York for a couple of reasons. She had grown tired of the
Big Apple, living there most of her life. She had lived a comfortable life in New York;
she had a nice sized condo where she lived with her then girlfriend and their two
Pomeranians. One day she returned home to find the condo void of her girlfriend’s
belongings. After a few days of wondering what she had done and what had gone wrong
she made a rash decision to leave New York for a place more green and cozy.

She had been doing some internet surfing days ago for something she could not
remember when she had discovered a site devoted to the Mount Hood national Forest.
She had remembered how lovely it looked and at that moment she knew it was a place
she wanted to visit.



Now that the opportunity had arisen she packed her essential belongings and took
the dogs to her mother’s house. She then took the next flight out for Portland Oregon.
Once on the ground she hired a driver to take her to the small town of Zigzag, the cost of
such a trip was irrelevant to her she didn’t know when she was going back but the money
was waiting for her when she needed it.

The driver was a logger coming back from vacation who was headed to zigzag as
well; coincidence. They had spoken about the past and the future when the man had let
slip something he was supposed to keep quite. He had let out that the government was
allowing a new power plant to be built in the pristine forest lands near the town of
Zigzag. Connie didn’t think much of it but kept it in her memory incase the driver tried
anything funny during the remainder of their trip; which so happens that nothing
happened the rest of the way.

The second new comer to the town of Zigzag was a man that went but the name
of Bones, yes like the Doctor in Star Trek. Bones was born and raised in Los Angeles
California. Bones, age 24, was a naturopathic doctor who received little work because
people were afraid to try new ways of medicine. After trying to keep his career going for
a year with mixed results he decided that he should try his practice somewhere a little
more open to new and natural things. He though about Oregon. His one concern was
where in Oregon to relocate.

He decided Portland would be his best bet because of the size of the city and its
approximation to a mountain. Bones greatly enjoyed snowboarding and realized he would
be able to practice medicine and take to the mountain with ease.

Once Bones was all unpacked in his new home he needed to unwind before he
looked for an office. He packed his snow board and clothing and headed for Ski Bowl. A
relatively short drive he still decided to stop at the next town he came upon. Zigzag next
right. He stopped at the town and like it he thought to himself that he should stay for a
few days but first he would eat then make a few runs on the mountain.

For the first time in a long while Bones had felt as himself, relaxed, calm. This
was much different than what he had become accustomed to in Los Angeles, where
everyday was a rush to get from one place to another, no unnecessary stops along the way
or you will be late. The tranquility of the mountain brought him back to reality. Life is
too short to be running around in a panic all the time. He realized that he needed to take
things more slowly from now on and live his life.

On his way back to Zigzag he passed a motel and finalized his decision to stay a
few days. He liked it here.

On Thursday the 23rd of November of the year 2009 fate would bring four people
together that would change their lives forever.

At 8:00am these four individuals would meet in the Zigzag pub for some
breakfast. They were all sitting at tables next to each other when a truck driver enters the
pub. The driver asks one of the employees why there have been so many late night log
trucks on the road. Connie happened to overhear this conversation and she remembered
what she had heard a few days prior on her way to Zigzag. She told her story and that
peaked the interest of the three other patrons in the pub.

From that moment they sat at the same table discussing the supposed nuclear
power plant that is going to be built in the forest not far from where they are now. This



discussion becomes heated as it progresses. Max and Steve become angry with the idea
of the forest being cleared for a power plant and want to do something to prevent it.
Bones and Connie agree that this place is too beautiful to have something so tragic to
happen to it and that something should be done to stop such destruction.

They all plan to make a difference but how to do it. For the next hour they
continue to talk about the news of the day and come to an agreement that they will do
what they can to change the minds of the government and the loggers.

The next morning they meet to discuss their options for getting their point across.
Several options are kicked back and forward and they settle on passive graffiti to start
with. They would go near the logging sites and make it clear that they are unwelcome.
Since Steve knows the area best they load up his Chevrolet Pick-up truck with paint and
supplies for the day. As they head toward the site closest to the town they realize how big
this power plant project really is. They immediately set out to paint messages like “leave
now” and “you’re not welcome here” where ever they can find places to do so. After
about 2 hours along the roads they head back to town with a slight sense of
accomplishment.

So much time spent on a feudal effort. They realize that in order to get the job
done they might have to escalate to something more extreme, but are they willing to do
what is necessary to achieve victory over the government? What would it take to
accomplish the grand task of running off one of the United States largest lumber
companies? They contemplate what actions may be necessary to do so. They decide that
the best way to scar them off would be to destroy the very equipment that was brought up
to do the job of clearing the land.

In order to do so they would need supplies. This is where Connie makes the larges
commitment to the group; she had become the financial backer of this operation. Steve is
the guide, Max is the scout and Bones is the doctor and consciousness of the group. If
any fail they all fail. All for one and one for all.

Over the next few weeks an effort was made to lay low and see what the buzz was
around the log sites to see if there has been any changes, as expected there has been no
change in activity. During this time they have been gathering the supplies needed to take
apart and destroy logging trucks and mobile logging machines. Mostly the supplies are
tools and corrosive liquids to pour into the gas tanks of the machinery.

Max over the last few days has gone on recon missions to map the battlefield; this
is fine with Max because he has become restless since he heard the news. Ever since the
war he has been anxious to get back at his government and now he has his chance. Bones
has gotten medical supplies just incase something serious happens to one the party. Steve
makes sure he has adequate supplies for four people to survive in the woods for a week.
Connie double checks the supplies and makes ready the plans for the next week of work.

Three weeks since their failed attempt to drive sense into the forest loggers they
head into the woods for operation Free Woods. This operation will take them to the three
closest logging sites allowing them to cause as much damage and cause as much delay as
possible. They will be targeting everything from chainsaws to tractors and trailers.
Nothing will be safe. After an hour and a half drive through the back roads they reach
their staging point now they wait for sundown to begin.

At sundown the loggers pack up for the weekend and head back home to their
families. The crew waits a couple of hours to make sure no one will return. Once Steve is



certain no one will intrude on their work he gives the order to begin with the destruction
of the equipment starting with anything small like chain saws. Most of the small
equipment is locked in a small tool shed with a tiny lock that breaks easily. Once opened
the crew removes blades bends bars and pours dirt and gravel into the oil and gas tanks.
They also leave a message on the inside of the shed “leave now” in bright red spray paint.

Once the small stuff is done Max makes the move to the bigger machinery. He
wants to set fire to them and show the bastards that they aren’t welcome. Everyone
agreed that is would get the point across but the risk of a forest fire is too great and they
proceed as planned. While nothing goes awry, the group is panicked especially Connie,
who in this time has become a little home sick.

Once site down two to go. They make their way to the second and find it nearly
identical to the first. The take care of the chain saws in the shed and head to the bigger
trucks and logging machines. They begin to think that this if too easy and Bones says that
they should do this every weekend.

At the third and final site they planned on visiting they run into a little snag. They
get there expecting it to be like the last two but this one is different. There is no
equipment. The site has been finished and prepped for a building crew to start with
whatever building is going to go here. Their timeline has become far shorter that
expected. This plant is going to be built and be built soon.

Now the plan has changed. Max wants to keep going and stick it to them with
whatever force is needed. Steve tends to agree with the exception of the “whatever force
is needed.” Bones and Connie are concerned they will be caught or killed if they do any
more operations but are in it to win it. They all agreed to stay together and that’s what
they are going to do.

But what now? With the building being built so soon what is the point? The crew
has to decide if they have what it takes to finish the job. They head back to the motel with
heads full of doubt and wonderment. They sleep on it and meet in the morning at the pub
to discuss what is next to come.

After their morning meal and a drink they decide the only thing left to do would
be to scout the area for other sites that may already have the beginnings of buildings.
They will attempt to destroy the buildings so they will have to start again or find a new
location. They set out that evening before sundown and head 3 miles west of the third site
they visited the other day. At the third mile they notice another clearing. This time with a
white box shell in the middle of it. They have found their next target. Max, being the
military expert, says they should take it down with explosives. The rest have become
concerned with the accelerated track this little venture has taken. The likelihood now of
being seen or caught is more prevalent and they are having second thoughts about taking
out a building. They know if they do so far worse things will have to be done at the next
site. This will likely escalate until they are killed or they kill someone. Either way
someone is going to be killed at this rate.

Connie, Bones, and Steve aren’t ready to die or kill for this cause. Max however
has become overly excited and has begun to take unnecessary risks to accomplish the
goals. They begin to wonder if Max is crazy. What to do about Max. Bones and Connie
want to get back to the lives they had tried to start before they got mixed in this. This has
gotten to be too big for the four of them. There is bound to be law enforcement come
Monday afternoon when the loggers return to find their equipment destroyed. They had



left their tracks everywhere along with fingerprints. In this day and age it won’t take long
for them to figure out who had done all the damage. If they are lucky they might not be
caught if they leave now.

They discuss the possibility of disbanding on the drive back to the motel but Max
with his crazy logic had persuaded them to one more operation before they all left. Once
at the motel they went to the pub for a couple of drinks before they turned in for the
night. The next morning they would plan the operation for the following day. It was a
simple operation. They discussed it over breakfast. The plan was to make the loggers
loose time by destroying the roads by cutting trees and creating pot holes. If the trucks
can’t get in they will loose a day or tow of work. They go to bed and prepare for the next
morning.

The plan was to meet at 5:00pm the next day. Max and Steve were there. Steve
reluctant to be there stood by his brother. They waited until 5:30pm but no Bones or
Connie. The head to the motel and find out that they had both left in the middle of the
night. Connie first at 11:00pm and Bones at 12:45am. They had each left a note asking
for the others to forgive them for leaving but things were getting too out of hand for them
to continue on. They wanted to get back to their lives. Neither Connie nor Bones knew
the other had left. This left Max and Steve. Steve suggested they just stop. Without
lookouts and support the plan was destined for doom. Max disagreed with his younger
brother, as he usually did. Steve decided he wasn’t going to go along and Max left in
rage.

On the way up to the logging roads Max had noticed the roads were more heavily
used over the last few days. He thought the logging must be picking up. He had to stop it.
He drove until the road intersected with another road that was the main access road for
the trucks. This was his point of attack. He climbed out of his truck grabbed his chainsaw
and gun and went to work. He toppled a total of three trees before they were on him.
Local and state law enforcement was here en force. That must have been why the roads
were more traveled. Max was not prepared for this and turned quickly toward the
commotion. Chain saw in one hand and his pistol in the other. As quickly as he saw what
was going on the police opened fire shooting max 16 times before he went down.

Max was now dead and now the scapegoat for the crimes. The others were now
free to go on with their lives. Steve was angry with the way the police handled the
situation and vowed revenge for his brother and for his home town. They would not get
away with killing his brother and what his brother stood for. Bones returned to Portland
and started up his naturopathic medical center and immediately had booming success. A
week later he read in the papers that Max was killed in a hail of gunfire while trying to
finish the job. He was saddened but knew it was inevitable. Connie returned to New York
briefly before becoming sick of the city again and hopped the next plane to the Pacific
Northwest.


