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Portland, like many cities faces many problems on how we dispose and recycle garbage
before putting it at the curb to be taken for us. The residents of Portland attempt to put
their newspapers, cans , bottles, and others in their recycling bin and this is good for the
earth right? The problem is that much of the items that put into the bins well are not
really being recycled because, you have to have some to buy that garbage, for it to
have any value or to be reused. So if you don’t have a buyer the stuff we do try to take
out of daily garage ends up back in the landfills.

“Oregonians take pride in their recycling prowess. Portland officials estimate that
eight in 10 city residents recycle, and the average household recycled 663
pounds of material last year, way above the national average”(Budnick 1).

We as city feel like we have been doing a good job but as you read on this article we
are not doing enough to cut down on our garbage and neither are the people that
handle our garbage. When it comes down to it garbage is money, so why should are
government agencies and city disposal do anything about it?

Abstract 2

This website gives information about solutions to waste.  Recycling is an effective way
to reduce waste. Unfortunately studies have shown that only 7 %-15% of the waste
created in America is recycled. Non–government programs have started to step in to
increase the amount of recycling that takes place. Most household products can be
recycled.  Leftover foods or vegetable/fruit peels can be placed in a compost and then
can be used to fertilize soil, instead of placed in a trash can. This article gives several
good examples of products around the house that can be recycled instead of thrown
away. These examples include old books, paper bags, newspapers, old greeting cards,
cardboard box, containers, bottles, bags, sheets, bottles, plates, cups bowls, old cans,
utensils, clothes, and furniture.

There are other ways of limiting the amount of waste that one creates than just
recycling. In every day life there are alternatives to using wasteful products.  For
example old calendars and old greeting cards can be reused to cover books. Also
instead of buying paper at a store that is made from trees, paper can be made at home.

http://edugreen.teri.res.in/EXPLORE/solwaste/recycle.htm
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The time line of garbage that is used, illustrates the beginning of waste in early America.
Starting with New Amsterdam in 1657, which is now modern day Manhattan. Forward in
time, 1810 Peter Durand patients the tin can, which is the beginning of the end for the
aluminum craze in the future.  In the 1860s, slop and garbage is placed into the alleys of
Washington D.C. Rats, cockroaches, and decease run rampant. New York City
Metropolitan Board of Health declares war on garbage. Forbidding the bump age into
the streets. The 1900s give way to the invention of Cellophane and other non-
biodegradable items, which pose great threats. 1950s till Present give way to even more
hazardous materials such as nuclear wastes and toxic chemicals that are detrimental.

Introduction

As the population of the world continues to grow at a massive scale, so does our
garbage. Garbage is one the biggest problems the world faces today in society and will
be problem in the future if more isn’t done. According to Rotten truth, the united states,
we  produce 25 million tons of waste per year but we dispose of it in many ways such as
18,250,000 were buried in landfill sites 5,750,000 were recycled or composted
and1,000,000  were incinerated (burnt to ashes). 
So what do we do to change these staggering numbers. We continue to do the 3 R’s,
reduce, recycle and reuse. We also need to change how businesses and household
dispose of their trash, we can accomplish this by promoting the use of compost bins so
that food can bio degrade in a more eco friendly way. Also, we need to have
households and business start to cut down on paper use by switching to online bills,
and other forms information to cut down on paper going into the landfills. We as a
society, need to change on how we live our lives and how we treat our planet. The
biggest thing we need to do is to promote change in society. People play the biggest
factor in the degradation of this earth, so if we cant change or manipulate how we think
than all is truly lost. The mistakes we make today, are the problems that future
generations will have to deal with. So we need to start change now before it’s too late.

The purpose of our experiment was to look how households dispose of their daily trash.
To perform this experiment we will be using our Sci 201 class as our group study. The
purpose of are experiment is to see how much garbage we produce on average per
sitting. Also, we are going to look the individual items that can be removed from the
garbage to help cut down on the garbage that goes to the actual landfill. Overall, we
hope to show the people of the class how much garbage we produce as a society, and
what they can to help change how we dispose of our garbage.



1. Question
How much waste does our classroom create in one meal?

2.  Hypothesis
Each college student will accumulate a mean average of at least 1/3 pound of

trash per meal.

3.  Observation/ Measurements
-We will measure all of the food at the start of class.
-We will measure the amount of waste after.
-We will then measure the individual materials

Individual items we will measure------> In pounds

Glass Plastic Paper Bio-Degrade
able Other

1.25lb 1.25lb 1.50lb 2.0lb 2.0lb

Total food in beginning-19.5lb
Total garbage after food was consumed- 8.5lbs of waste.....

4.  Method

1 House scale
1 Mail scale
1 Tub
4 Brown paper bag

5.  Conclusion

In conclusion, we found that our hypothesis was right on....each member of the
class produced a total of a 1/3 of a pound of trash. 26 people in the class participated in
our experiment and helped to make it a successful. The class started with putting food
in a bin, the food was weighed and totaled to 19.5 pounds. After, the class had eaten
their food. The garbage was divided and put in to categories. This was done to help
reinforce are hypothesis and the idea that garbage is a large problem in our society.
The experiment was simple yet it offered a reality check to many people in the class that
we as a nation still have a lot to do to change our habits and the way we treat garbage.

6. Revised Hypothesis and Future Research

The hypothesis we felt did not need to be revised since it was correct. Our group
does believe there needs to be future research done on the subject of garbage. We
offered a solution to the class about a new garbage can that separates items by
category such as glass, plastic, compos table and paper. The garbage can would be
placed on building in and around the city. Also, it would be placed on the curb of



neighborhood. We feel that this bins would make people commit to the idea of changing
their mind-sets on how they treat and sort trash. This new garbage can would be a great
new idea to look into and possibly research in the future. I think our study was simple
and offered some good information and we feel as a group that more studies on the
subject garbage need to be done.


